Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


RESERVE 


i  i 


EC  H  N  I  CAL  NOTE 


LAKE  STATES  FOREST  EXPERIMENT  STATION 
UNIVERSITY  FARM  ST. PAUL  8  ,  MINNESOTA 


6* 


■aft®®8’* 


No.  269 


How  Many  Small  Fence  Posts  to  a  Cord? 


The  wood  and  steel  shortage  during  the  war  necessitated  the  use  of 
large  numbers  of  small  untreated  fence  posts  on  mid-western  farms. 
Many  of  these  were  cut  from  less  durable  local  tree  species  of 
sapling  age.  Although  such  posts  deteriorate  rapidly  if  untreated, 
they  can  be  made  quite  durable  by  treatment  with  preservatives. 
Because  of  the  continuous  need  for  fence  posts,  the  use  of  such  small 
material  will  probably  continue.  In  anticipation  of  increased  future 
demands  for  treated  small  posts  of  local  origin,  a  measurement  study 
was  recently  conducted  in  young  stands  in  northern  Minnesota  to 
determine  the  average  number  of  posts  in  a  cord.  The  table  below 
shows  the  number  of  6-,  7-,  and  8-folbt  posts  per  cord  of  small  sized 
aspen  and  pine. 
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l/  4.0  inch  t  op,  inside  barkf  is  the  present  minimum  diameter 
acceptable  for  aspen  pulpwood, 

2/  This  number  is  somewhat  higher  than  that  shown  in  Technical  Note 
No.  197  because  the  posts  are  straighter  then  average  pulpwood 
and  most  cf  the  posts  were  taken  from  the  entire  tree  whereas 
the  ordinary  run  of  pulpwood  contains  many  sticks  from  the  top  • 
ends  of  larger  trees. 
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